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REVIEWS. 


The Practical Medicine Series of Year Books. Under the 

Editorial charge of Gustavus P. Head, M.D. Vol. X., Sep¬ 
tember, 1904. Chicago: The Year Book Publishers. 

This volume of the series is devoted to typhoid fever and related 
infections, malaria, spotted fever, yellow fever, Malta fever, and 
diseases of the digestive system, with brief articles on typhoid 
pancreatitis, hysterical fever and adiposis dolorosa. 

The article on typhoid fever contains an excellent compilation 
of statistics bearing on the value of the various symptoms, including 
particularly the urinary and serum reactions and the changes in 
blood pressure. The relation of the latter to the occurrence of 
perforation, a subject that is still in its infancy, is briefly reviewed 
in an interesting and instructive page. The authors also find a 
good deal to say about the treatment of typhoid fever, and altogether 
the chapter is an excellent condensation of the year’s work, which 
has been quite productive in this disease. The greater part of the 
volume is devoted to diseases of the stomach and intestines. Fully 
twenty pages—a large number in proportion to the size of the book 
—are devoted to examination of the feces, a subject which “is too 
much neglected by American physicians, partly from the idea that 
the process is disagreeable on account of the disgusting odor and 
partly because the clinical value of such examinations has not been 
appreciated.” Apparently to emphasize their views the authors 
give a very complete essay on this important subject, taken chiefly 
from an article by Levi-Sirugue, which contains much that is 
not generally known or at least practised and should prove most 
interesting to practitioners, especially in children’s diseases. As an 
epitome of the most recent work, the book shows the present trend 
toward rational methods of treatment by utilizing natural agents, 
such as food, water, heat and cold, mechanical stimulations and 
the like, being the external influences to which the body reacts in 
health and which therefore may be supposed to have as well some 
effect on the perverted vital processes in disease. A. N. 


International Clinics. Edited by A. O. J. Kelly, A.M., M.D. 

Volume III., Fourteenth Series, pp. 302. Philadelphia: J. B. 

Lippincott Company, 1904. 

One of the most interesting collections of papers upon syphilis 
which we have ever read is that to be found in this volume. The 
subject is presented from various standpoints, particularly those 
which appeal to the physician. The questions as to inoculation, 
differential diagnosis, fever, lumbar puncture and headache, the 
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nervous system in general, the laryngeal manifestations and tabes, 
hyperacute secondary nephritis which can be fatal, the fetal 
variety, the relation of suicide, together with the three therapeutic 
papers are satisfactory. The treatment of chancre, the hypo¬ 
dermic treatment of constitutional syphilis and the treatment of 
syphilis by calomel injections are excellent presentations of this 
part of the subject. The differences between the conclusions of 
Gottheil and Fournier in the last two are due to differences in 
methods and not in aims. In the section devoted to Treatment, 
Brown takes up the digestive disturbances occurring in pulmonary 
tuberculosis and gives such explicit directions that the patient can 
almost follow his advice. Boas on the rest cure in the treatment 
of chronic constipation offers a bit of special pleading to which some 
may take exception. The treatment of diabetes mellitus by Hood 
shows that the patient as well as his disordered metabolism must 
be considered. In medicine, Allchin offering rather diffuse obser¬ 
vations on indigestion; Katzenbach, on mitral obstruction and 
chronic bronchitis, a well thought-out paper; Bishop on diseases- 
of the liver based on extensive material; Duncan on scurvy, a 
vigorous refreshing of a time-worn subject, are all worthy of study. 
Surgery covers umbilical hernia of interesting type in difficult 
subjects, foreign bodies in the bronchi, the last word on lumbar 
puncture and a practical reposition of acute osteomyelitis and other 
sarcoma. 

Gynecology is, as in earlier volumes, rather for the general 
practitioner and takes up the non-operative treatment of diseases 
of menstruation, hemorrhage at and after the menopause and some 
remedial agents used in this department of the healing art. The 
final paper and the only one in neurology is by Langdon on par¬ 
alysis agitans, concise and definite. 

The praiseworthy profusion of illustrations, which really illus¬ 
trate, and the remarkable collection of papers on syphilis make 
the volume noteworthy, not only for present study but as well for 
future reference. R. W. W, 


A Text-book of Diseases of Women. By Charles B. Penrose, 
M.D., Ph.D. Philadelphia: W. B. Saunders & Co. 

The fact that this book has reached the fifth edition since it was 
first published in 1897 is an eloquent testimony to its worth. For 
students, for whom it was intended, it is without doubt the best 
book we have ever seen. Its chief value rests upon its conciseness 
and clearness of description, thus enabling the salient points of 
diagnosis and treatment to be grasped without difficulty. From a 
rather intimate knowledge of the volume, gained while conducting 

VOL. 129, NO. 2. —FEBRUARY, 1905. 23 



